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and thus we oscillate between egotism and
idolatry.

The Reformation did not reform this
belief in the cosmic supremacy of man, or the
humanity of God; on the contrary, it took
it (like so much else) in terrible German
earnest, not suffering it any longer to be
accepted somewhat lightly as a classical
figure of speech or a mystery resting on
revelation. The human race, the chosen
people, the Christian elect were like taber-
nacle within tabernacle for the spirit; but
in the holy of holies was the spirit itself,
one's own spirit and experience, which was
the centre of everything. Protestant philo-
sophy, exploring the domain of science and
history with confidence, and sure of finding
the spirit walking there, was too conscientious
to misrepresent what it found. As the
terrible facts could not be altered they had
to be undermined. By turning psychology
into metaphysics this could be accomplished,
and we could reach the remarkable conclusion
that the human spirit was not so much the
purpose of the universe as its seat, and the
only universe there was.

This conclusion, which sums ut> i